The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


" vr E Pr, ATC E "ERR e. 
(rage mam poses TV pu p qoem un e Ke Kach ees ée TES is, RER Tai Sm qme 
e d fx si d W euf MC Ai wi 
Ze: ad 1 A E Ed Wim EI : E vd E Ze pot BA " prs AW. ! 
CH: NI IND MAC x ae IR 7 + pP, pet 
e o de a vt" Rd i „ * 
(89 y ad: 4 * 
i LEN MO = EISE 
DAP 
EO ge et D D 
gë i 
a Lé P : 
* * tor 
a 8 , 
D Ka E ` 
** * * 
* [ri 
E ‘ KZ * Wr EE 
t 


H 


* * 


DELIVERED IX THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, — * 


* x D DH 


ll o e 


% D * pA 4 

x " "e AS $ 

* OR 

Gs LB H, 8 OF THE By ST: m^ UPS ch 
MA X . " a PM 

"M + » E^ PIE A7 E zn o 

ei, CAF E en M SP E e 


"az? 
F. 

e 8 

* E A 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. o 4 


e 


DECEMBER, 1830, 


„ Že 
E 


ELA 
SR 


eta 
3 


BY JOHN F. H. CLABORNE, 


TT CR om 
i Ku ei 
a 


„ 
gk e, Fe a 
eg 
"E 
^ 
Pr 
MT 
a? 
. 
* 
& 
72. 
Ss 


A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE COUNTY OF ADAM 


MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE.” 


Mr. Claiborne said he was astonished, that a motion for 
tudefinite postponement should have been made by the gen- 
tleman from Hinds. That gentleman (Mr. Conant) had en- 
joyed all the advantages of a liberal education, and been 
raised m a state which had made the patronage of letters a 
part of its earliest policy; and yet, he »s unwilling to extend 
these advantages to the rising generation of his adopted 
country. Deplorable indeed, must be the fate of this bill, 
when the first opposition emanates from a source of so much 
excellence, but of such determined hostility, Sir, said Mr. 
Claiborne, I would shunk from the defence of this bill, if the 
convictions of my judgment, and the warmest feelings of my 
heart, I &now that I am addressing 
the pre-conceived opinions, perhaps the prejudiccs of this 


were not involved. 


House ; but Sir, there is a patriotism Aere, that would sacri- 
fice the last remnant of personal popularity to promote the 
public good ; and while this feeling predominates, the friends 
of this bill will never despair. 

This Str, 15 the first of a series of steps, that we must take 
1n the pursuit of our common prosperity. It throws 
immediale, net prospective operation, a system of DOMES- 
Tic EDUCATION, which we must soouer or later adopt. A 
system as closely connected with our social happiness, as 


into 


coutiolling in its influence ever our moral obhgauons, and 
as much a part of oui national existence as the code of laws 
under which we live, It is of more importance to have an 
ethcrent and well regulated system of education, than a sys- 
tem of junsprudence, 1f indeed, oue could exist to the utter 
exclusion of the other. It 1s a circumstauce peculiar to the 
present uge, that all the received systems of morals and 
science ate built upon the éruths of Revelation; and virtue 
and philosophy are now, ia a great degree, synonimous with 
chiistianity, in the general acceptation of the tem. Fiom 
the first epoch of the Pagan philosophy, down to the present 
ume, the would bas been filed with speculations aud theo- 
ues, plausible because founded upon assumed data, but ad- 
verse to those great piiiciples of revealed religion, upon 
which, the philosophy of Newion was based. The false 
doctuines, with Which all Europe had been infected, fell ono 
and if after the 
they have been revived, to 


poison the moral atmosphere with then noxious exhalations, 


by one Before the strength of Ars mtellect; 
lapse of successive centuries, 


they will soon wither and fade, and decay before the sun- 
beams of truth The great end and iutent of all human sci- 
ence, at the Present day, is to prepare us for the better dis- 
chaige of our duty in this world, that we may deserve the 
reward of good actions in a future state of existence. This 
is the foundation of all education; and I repeat, (hat it 


o mill be easier for any number of individuals, mstiueted on 
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this principle, to preserve the social relations without post». sie 


tive laws, than for an association of men, entirely ignorant,’ 
or raised in the Athenian philosophy, to live amicably, un- 
der the most rigid laws even if they were written, like the: 
statutes of Draco, in letters of blood. In vain Sir, may you: 
pass laws to restrain the vicious propensities of man-án: 
vain, may you hold out inducements to be virtuous, in the; 
shape of rewards and punishments— in vain, may you legis 
late for the happiness of society, if you leave the human mind 
uncultivated. But, Mr, Speaker, these are apothegms that 
few will dispute, and it is idle to repeat hem. The questiog 
I wish to discuss is not the utility of education; but the exp 
pediency of adopting a system of DOMESTIC EDUCATION, 
and its absolute necessity in a free government. d 
I trust Sir, it will not be considered indelicate to remark,’ 
that the eastern counties, ‘owing to their sparse populatioh‘ 
and the general sterility of the soil, can never be expected ig 
support a large and well attended seminary of learning. vd 
by no means design Sir, to make reflections upon tar ity 
lant and hospitable people. With so mauy examples ara 
me, it is superfluous to say, that they have already ‘given th 
the country, men whose talents, integrity and private v. 4 
tues, would adorn any community. "Take them Sir, collis 
tively, and there is not a purer, a more orthodox and indes E 
pendent body of republicans on earth; and the bones thi 
bleach on our southein frontier, prove how faithfully má; 
of them have lived and died for their country, There 13 bot 
a family on the banks of the Pearl, or in the wide-spread 
barrens of the Leaf or the Pascagoula, which would not gts 
It isithis 
spirit of hospitality in peace, and of gallantry in war, which 
has exalted the social qualities of the American chatadteys 
and borne the bannered eagle of our country, in triumph over 
the land and the waters. Farbe it from me then, Mi; 
Speaker, entertaining these sentiments and knowing ‘thing 
they aie cherished, warmly cherished, in the county i hiye 
the honor to represent—far be it from me, to make any ire 
flections on our castein brethren. But Sir, it is nevertljeldss 
tue, that they will not be able to support such an Instit i 
as the rising generation and the future destinies of our dato 
demand. Where then, will they educate their sons Ze) 
who with proper opportunities may rise to tho highest Mët 
of the country, and shed lustre on the great confederatiun 
letras? Will you send them to Europe, to study Meri 
morality and patriotism in the courts of hings? ` will; EM 
teach diem to bow before the alters of despotism, ang engt 
t  gilded phantoms that flit fmong the ruins of the British 
Constitution? Alas! few countries ever present die tore mei- 
ancholy aspect, in a season of profound peace, dian $ Höpläng 


fan e. 43 


fer a welcome reception to the passing traveller, 
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"Gils present coment; put the ruf. af countries, which pre- 
E "wë ¿to be free, is not visible upon the surface of affairs; it 
` Hes buried in the heart of the land, amid the obscure circles 
Q9 -aociety, where scrutiny seldom penetrates. Great men 
E aristocratie splendor, are the vapors which conceal the 
$ : deep, low marshes of misery; disperse uye gloom and you 
it find the peasant phcating his appetite with a crust, and 
uo mechanic deploring in secret, the insufficiency of his in- 
“Matiz, to supply the necessaries of life. Visit witir me, 
the prisons of Newgate, and mark the unbappy victims, 
à at 2 partial system of legislation and an unwise and op- 
ise: ‚political economy, have driven from their honest 
ki “callings, to.the highway end the gibbet. Witness the horri- 
Hie depravity i in the purlieus of London and the corrupting . 
1tethe desolating profligacy that prevails in the higher - 
* "fircles of sotiety, assuming a darker and 9.dacker shado as 
fon ascend, until all distinctions are lost in the deep, unbro- 
en gloom, that envelopes the THRONE, without one ray of 
ds one solitary-redeéming virtue. Witness all this, and 
¿Shen fel? mie, Mr. Speaker, if England with her violated 
“reonstitufions-her profligate- king—her mercenary nobili- 
D. "Becher, pampered hierarchy and her starving population, be : 
EN diener Atmosphere for the growth of moral habits or the 
ture of republican principles? Send them to struggling 
ney: Hetand—send them to resuscitated France, that they may 
m what; human nature can suffer, and what vproused pa- ' 
"siriótisth can achieve, rather than to a country where the vo- 
hi H faculties of men are hecalmed with the sluggish mass of 
aptin, by which their rights and privileges are over- 
D eegen down to the earth. 
ine, ‚Where then, Sir, let me again inquire, where are you to 
Wißuatb your sons’? Will you send them to the cities and col- 
Ke es ofthe eastern states? Will you transport them to the 
d m er of s ather countries 10 dig for fossils, while the brightest 
i ME richest gema are scattered over your own? Will you 
e dag ‘them from their native sail, to grow up sickly exotics 
a. northern hot-hause ? Seud them to the North and you 
YA hänge their habits; you tear away all those strong associa- 
e ‘sions of childhood, those fesimzy and affections, that vegi~ 
N Bräi under g the parental roof. You give a new tenden- 
; Bim perhaps a worse destiny to your child. A 
.f-vigorous mind, of rugged, unvarnished and uncom- 
pron ising disposition, may profit under this system of fo- 
B 1 ai, but the great majority of youth would re- 
Zo dum nome, with new prejudices and perverted morals, just 


f AD 


p ga &lified ta strut upon the stage and sprout and rot with the 
"3 "maa huinan vegetables, which have ryn to seed before 
P "Mem. "Sin, 1 do not wish to alarm parental sensibilities; 
if ut in nine bases out of ten, the dissipated circle of students 
A ` "at ‘thé eastern colleges, the “Knights of-1he Round Table” 
19 ¡nd the gentlemen of the Fancy” are made up of the sons 
Se ether ‘planters, whe haye been compelled, by the parsi- 
“ee montoya polen vf theix own states, to send them abroad, and 
5 fom i mien ker affection, furnish them with an allowance 
Kr Se Hundred toa thousand dollars per annum. So- 
Dret aud: industry are not to be expected in a youth of 
(Seed removed from the solitude of a country 
} Ge de dad: from the elbow. chair of a father or mother; to 

x (tie coitpaliy of a hundred voJätile young men, who teacli 


Me that, dis tutors.ate tyrants aud disobedience a virtus 
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Prompted by thatinnate dread of control, which ptevails-in 
every breast, the temptation becomes too strong and he soon 
musters under the standard of rebellion. There is too, Me. 
Speaker, in all colleges, a species of vampyre, that attach 
themselves to the southern youth—-not like the fabulous 
monster, feeding on human blood; but equaliy yoracious 
in opening the veins and arteries of the PURSE, It comes in 
the garb of friendship—studies the disposition of its subject. 
and whether his propensities lead him to the gambling table 
or to the mor& serious meditations of the closet, still does 
this vampyre cling to its deluded victim, until it gorges the 


last cent, either by some well turned trick at cards or unter - 


the more fascinating name of benevolence! Thus Sir, is it 
with the southern youth: Turned adrift from the quiet ba» 
ven into the tempestuous seas, riohly freighted, but with no 
steeraman at the helm, is it strange that they should founder 
among the breakers? Is it singular, that the eyren song 
should allure them; until they are lost on Scylla and Chas 
rybdis, the pleasures and the poisons, which float together 


on the ocean of life? But Sir, why are the New England 


youth, exempt from these dangers? Why are Ehey not liable 
to such excesses} Sir, they grow up in their native atmas~ 


` phere, with the influence of their laws, their customs, their 


religion, their loca) history, parental authority, and perhaps, 
still more tender associations concentrated upon chem. 
They breathe the air that their fathers inhaled—tread up- 
on the ground, that is conseerated by their bload, and arq 
admonished to virtue and fame by the opitaphs upon their 
tombs. Who would look for treason on the Plains of Lex- 
ington, or for cowardice on Bunkers hill? Who would visit 
the Rock of Plymouth—the Aararat of modern times—the. 
first resting place of the boldest body of men that everstivs 
ed—the only set of men on earth, who having fought Gett, 
berty became fugitives for conscience-sake-—who would vi- 
sit this memorable monument, to find the friends of despo- 
tisın in church ant -tate? Who would search the streets of 
Charleston, through which, the crackling flames and the 
shouts of an infunated soldiery once resounded, for tho ene- 
mies of our country? Mr. Speaker, these are the scenes and 
recollections, that shine around the New England youth, 
even in the cradle It is under such influences that they 
“Jive, and move, and have their being.” It is this, which 
has stamped integrity, economy and patriotism, firm as the 
Rock of Gibraltar, upon-the New England character. It is 
this, which has made the descendauts of the Pilgrims cele- 
brated throughout the world, for an intrepidity which nover 
hesitates on the ** tented field, or the crested wave,” and an 
enterprise, which scorning diffuiculties, pauses only to obey 
the impulses of humanity. It is this amor patriq--this sa 
cred love of country these strong personal attachments and 
early associations, which have fashioned the chalacter of 
New England into its present ehviuble shape; enables her 
to array the talents, that sloep in every circle of society, and 
bring all her forces mero the war of renson, Without these 
feelings, local though they be, the spirit af virge and of pa» 
triotism, cannot absorb the more nefarious passons of the 
buman heart, Let us look for one moment, Mr. Speaker, 
to Female character in our country,, for an example. The 
daughters of Amoetica grow up to womanliood in the domes- 
ticcirclo, Hum: with all its endearments of father, mother, 


D 
brother, friend, cluster Ground their botóms, - They expeii- 
ence no other pleasures than auch di spring up from Oe et) 
fections, and submit patiently to calamities, before whith; 


the iron-soul of man would quail; while these ayt'undistarb» 
ed. Leave lier bower to bloom wivisited by sttabger-handis 


and there is not a-inofe. Joyous, a more animated! spirit. But | shee sesped the havoc ob Cention and saw kingdom after 


brenk one single tie-ssnatch one little floweret that grows 
about her heart, and i 5 cherished by its wärmth,.and the ate 
pen-form of woman will shrink, withéring from the “touchy 
and fade away, like shadows upon tlie water, Where Sit, 
where do you find such & treasury of bright intelligences, ór |. 
sweet and etherislized spirits, the foustains of moral light,’ 

the preservatives of social virne and the emblems of & more 
perfect and enduring happiness? Other landshave given to 
the world, genius, and poetry, and philosophy, in the form of | 
woman, Descending from those illustrious ſemales- that 
have moved in the most elevated splieres of human action 
I might refer to a De Genlis, a Moore, a Bailley, an Edge- 
worth, e Hemans--heroines who have toiled in the cause of 
virtue, We take up one of their volumes us we would the 
hand of an ancient friend, welt assured, that there is nothing 


to contaminate, nothing that will not sanctify and cheerand: | right, through successive: generations, thes, all’ ber wee, e 


strengthen. Like the hues of gold and purple, that some -- 
times fringe u stormy cloud, they shed a redeeming Tight bn 


the chaotic mass of scepticism’ and false philosophy, with | one hand, it shews how: dangerous it is to; tbi liberties’ "ofi 3 
which, the literature of all ages has been polluted, But, people, to restrict learning to à favored: few; ‘atid: on the... 


' Mr. Speaker, rich as is thé casket of their fame, and zirt ng us 


ae 


are their claims upon tbe admiration of mankind, how infe- 
rior when compared with the generous philanthropy, the; 
moral heroism, the selfdevotion of an untitled and obscure 


daughter of Massachusetts: I allude, Sir, to one, who in the | ment to particular families, was thé sport ol despotions ad a 4 
bloom of u and the pride of beauty-—fragile as a. lily but | history, from that time to the present,, is a thee entgoe ry K 


puréale its essenco-divorced herself from the ties of kindred 
and of county, and went, amidst the ascending prayers of 
multitudes, to encounter the unrelenting despotism of In- 
dia to suffocate in the pulrid atmosphere of Juggernaut 
to drag out a painful existence in Burmese dungeons, and to 
die; by degrees, in a land of pestilence, that she might plant 
the cross of Christ: and sprinkle the waters of life on that 
dark and bloody shore! This, Sir, was the triumph of chris» 
tian faith--the fruit of donvestic education! Vit can inspire 
the soft and shrinking sensibilities of woman with so: much 
fortitude, what must be its effects on & masculine bosom? 
But, Sir, I pass from this part of my subject, to consider, 
yery briefly, the influence of letters on national prosperity, 
in its connection with. these fundamental principles of civil 
liberty, upon which, the American gayernment is based; In 
every society where the laws of meum and duunt are necu · 
rately defined, if ignorance pervades the people, none but 
violent government can obtain. The furiouaand insatiable 
passione, vasos and ambition, rush into every state where 
property has entered. Security in the enjoyment of proper- 


munity ; no nation that has aver existed can furnish Alt ex. 
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BE fué be saison Ste — 
on an &rbitrary basis, Thug republic of Venice, dé she wé 
before: thé ware of Napoleon, Alluetenten Or postin a 
Standing t 'tromoveáble upon the waters fréui which her yim 
laces einiges y* with a territory of by a: feyr unte allen, 


knigdam swept m the nations ofthe earth, She sw the 
power of Pita, her most formidable dial, enteró atone 
Blow by the Geng fiih. irte eege 1294, und Genoa he. 
self, completely eclipsed by the blaze? Venetian glory / In. 
; the fifteenth century. . She fora Jong time monopalieed ed dé ` 
carrying gäe of Europe. and be: commerce: ar the Lera: 
ker voice was Brand in every chhi inet, ani ‘the most rónota> 
nations acknowledge berinspréitaey in me urtu. Ae 
-the-grent body of her population were peasants ‚dh . 
servitude; immersed jii Agnorühce and compelled to pay e 
mage to- their rich and powerful Lords. There “however ` 
were the Mecenas.:of. the app and men ‘of letters “Shame - 
selves; and it is fo this enfightened axistocracyy: Which to. 
hereditary power appears. to hays joined, hereditary: CR 
and a talent for government, which descended. like i vested: ` 


her fané aud her power ate aitibutable* No plata. 
history is more pregnant with instruction, tdi jan lig. On the ` 


other, | how high die distinction, a nation m edie eig 

wie t the "public wind is partially cilia: ^ Ts 
From the dissolution bf the Roin Empires. Europe oath 

in ignorancé, superstition, devotion to priest and idk, ` 


the efforis of growing knowledge, to” tegali y what bud been 
usurped in the weak moments of human weg, (filie Wel: . 


val of learning shocked the Feudal System (which Mei pe 
teged a military despotism upon the world, during flue: mic. Y 


«dle ages) and opened the way to those great acquisitions ‘ok. 


civil liberty, that have been subsequently made. * Its severe. | 
exactipnsayere first mitigated i England, where the amp: oft 
‘knowledge burned, dimly indeddy r with n elenret light. 
¥ and there concessions: 
have continued, in one unbroken series, "om x ga fo Age, CW 


tian in ny other part of Europ 


proportion to the-progress of stíerice; : Take, for instances, 
England aud France, the twó most enlightened nations bf Eu 


rope. In the former, where tha science of government waa 


early made a study, few of the obnoxious features ofthe Feu 
dal System have appeared singe the famous. | Magna Char- 


‚ta; und none, since the no, less celebrated. tt b Habeas | 
Corpus. While in France, Antércoments, Fotfoiturer, a 1 - 
liefs, hajoniul jurisdiction and the arbitrary tüniectiór: ber | 1 
tween lord and vassal, existed until K Late day, were deent ` 1 
ingrafted in the jurisprudence of the. cóntitiy; sm contribs > * 
ty is utterly incompatible with general ignorance in a con» ted, mainly, to that Revolution, w which atone time, cheater 3 
ed to sweep away all the bulwarks.of society, but, eventual ^ 


gcption to this proposition, In pastoral countries, where go. ly secured œ portion of liberty to the. French people, West 


vornmer i Me most part patriarchal, and Where ans 
eigpecupted in common, ignorance is not an evil of so much. 
magnitudo; but as notions advance in tío arts bf civilization, : 
unless useful knowledge be generally circulated, the larger sl 
portion of mgnksind ai! always tiha poe to the eren? 


deed, js contrast, in the political situation, of the two rival F 
nations is visible as für back as the days of Edwayi UL aad k 
Philip of Valois, when thé Feudal System provaile? over the 3 


best pare of Europe, in its utmost: ger, The celebu 


Ree of Cresey, Foietierg und Agincourt; where de Rawal 


SC — US queen n. ic 
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bs ~ie —-— aver all thé ditadvantages-of numbers and. 
: Posen, hunge been justly ascribed to the freedom of their 
à a ont tion and the superior. political condition of the pao» 
Ee. It. was not the: mobility of England nor the feudal 

^ ING wat achieved these battles; but the yeamanry; who 

a 7 dete his boy with strong and steady hands, accustomed. to 
Kë Ait mgéin hehe native fields and rendered fearless by person- 
; e ad. ¡competence and civil freedom,” In England, at that 
` H in burgage and free-socage were common; but 
FM in Fidnre, there was no intermediate class between the 
M % eg and the gens potestatis or villians, as they were com- 
p . montyideriominated. Even at that remote day, precarious 
AE endete as English liberty appears, each individual felt 
5 his. oi portance, as a component part of the nation, and 
, konshlerbd. himself of more weight, in the scale of humanity, 

„ than thetslave against whom he fought. How far this ra- 
Souabprinciple would prevail over mere animal couragey and 
‘pas contributed to form the national characteristics of the 
u A -“twohations, is too much in the nature of a philosophical en- 
ME ps 2 quiry; td:suit the present occasion, But I might follow it in 
; a ‘othe’ suevess; which has uniformly attended the English arms, 
“se when: ‘exerted in a righteous cause ; and in the disasters they 


oe 
de 


Ke ^" composed. of foreign subsidies and dissolute recruits—not as: 

E ^ they were, in the wars of the Black Prince and Marlborough, 
; of the“ bone and muscle” of the country. i 
SS + Fortugately f for us, Mr, Speaker, our ancestors brought 
. wich them, the #¥bks, the sciences, and that love 6f liberty, 
which in every age, has distinguished the mass of the Eng- 
ehr and at the onset of the revolution, these lights 
de "bd predilegrions were generally diffused, We came to the 
h A genie st, with, enlightened:minds, The rigbts of man were 
774 ‚well: understood.” Lordship and vassalage were unknown, 
HS i P she Feudal prerogative had never been acknowledged 


vans 


ex. 


Ek 
KE the broad channel of the common Jaw, America 


so ed been colonized at an eventful period of the world, when . 


adıte énquiry was making into the principles.of government. 
: Thehuman, mind emerging from the veil, that superstition 
* had thrown amund it, was tapidly recovering its natural elas- 

17 tieltyy and began to discard the received doctrines of Papal 


oe 
40 


55 à E passive obedichiee qnd the divine right of kings. 


p “Patriots asserted the equality of man, the supremacy of the 
8 Cé ` Ka and the unqualified responsibility of public agents, un- 
po pelle by the sentences of the Star- chamber, the dungeons 
7. aftie Power, or the more dreadful armory of the scaffold. 
Kc 


S Al 2 were themen, the colleagues and disciples of a Hamb- 


doct ET 


xS es The spirit of that Parliament, which extorted the Pe- 
? Km. ef Rights from Charles I., successfully resisted the 
cee . Berl "stretch of his prerogatives, and finally, drove him 
2, ai , Son the throne, was abroad in our land. Such a spirit and 
nich: # poöple, could not be subdued. We fought but to 
eonduer. The colonial government fell to pieces, and like 
he poate of'Mladin, a constitution sose upon its ruins, un- 
pem nhi the beauty of its symmetry, the simplicity of its 
WW yond the mognificence of its design. It boomed 


- sport Ahe world, like a majéstie vessel, rising on the swell of 
` De oceati, puré as the atmospherg in which åt fonts, and drawn zen though we stand Op eonceafert fires Aid axe stoops; 


A paseis the Waves tinae it. sate N 


d : 


—— beende „ e b „ at = 
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a s exp@rienced, when their armies were heartless and 


Among us, except so fas as its principles had descended : 


dous fabric, Mr, Speaker: «the emanation, of poral Aud u 
tellectual gauses-—the offspring of popular intelligenoe-—pe« 
mains to us, if not in itz pristino strengths at lenst,in ita ore 
ginal beauty. If one or móre of ita pillars Have been torn 
away by thoso ambitions condtractionists,, who not gatisiied 
with the protection, crave also ihe power, and more than, 
the power of the constitution, still enough romains to make 
it the glory of fais and the hope of all future agos, 

Passing from these general remarks, I will now Mr. 
Speaker, call your attention to a part of my subject more far 
miliar to me, and perhaps more interesting to the House, 
By the most indefatigable exertions, the trustees of Jeffers 
son College have succéeded in putting it in operation. Pro- 
fessors of great experience, talents and attainment are now 
presiding over it, with the brightest prospects of futura geg, 
fulness. Military tactics so appropriately blended with the 
ordinary course of education at the Polytechnic schools of 
France, have been introduced and occupy thoso leisure 
hours, which at other institutios.s, ate consumed in idle 
amusements and immoral associations, * The constitution of 
the United: States has wisely prohibited the establishment of 
standing armies, choosing to refer all disputes to the arbitra» 
tion of the law. But in every government, military seience 
should be cültivated as ‘a meang of improvement in peace. 
and of protection in war, Accordingly the most renowned 
nations of Europe have established military schools, and 
this,goveramont, at an early period, imitated their example 
in locating the Academy at West Point. That this institu- 
tion bas been of much value in supplying us with engineers, 
and in enabling us to compete with those nations, that have 
converted war, from a system: of indiscriminate slaughter, 
into a science, will not for a mofnent, be dispisted? Hut how 
far its utility is diminished by the scruples of many as lo its 
compatibility with our republican system-—by a perversion 
of the purposes for which it was originally designed. hy the 
abuses, said to exist in its municipal arrangements, and by 
its exclusion of any but Cadets from the army, is a question 
well worthy of investigation: Sir, I do not wish this Legis. 
lature to pass a vote of censure upon West Point; but F 
would ask, if an institution on the basis of Jefferson College, 
unconnected with the gavernment ard depending on its me- 
rits alohe for patronage, is not to be preferred in a country 
like this, where the jealousy of the people is so properly di- 
rected towards any thing, that approximates to « distinction 
of ranks or an accumulation of power? Without being lia- 
blo to the objections now making in all parts of the United 
States against West Point, an institution formed like oursy 
upon a union of the civil and military arts, will be produc- 
tive of the greatest benofits, It would be an acquisition to. 
any country and is peculiarly valuable, nay of vital impor. 
tance in a state, where there is a servile population og ap 
large, and which is anunally increasing with alarming rapid» 
ity. Sir, I could dwell upon this part of my subject, until the 
mother would shudder and hug her infant more closely to 
her ‘bosom Had 1 that eloquence, which shakes the soul, E. 
would speak daggers to: ‘your apprehensiag, P RM Ke im a 
goon so dark ünd-gury, that, the curtenii € seat ‘shouts 
hearts would fiéex$z Hat Sir the. curtain ott remain (ch 
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Pe eat Mi: Speaker, mise a watoing voice, Ir 4 nibs cums into exiitauce and thus, for agde to como, mil? 
I tupan which; dhe public mind ir Au fully sensitive and in- | scourges be tinned loose upon the world. The di lle 
voles A feeling of cobcentrated horror, that Deggare e all de, military knowledge among: AlL ordern x fi 2 
triptiom, But Six, haw invaluable, in this view of the case ^ | to. the poor as well as to the rich, is the chief men ; 
would Deg body of young men er even one single individual, Institution, T have attempted t defend, The * 
capable af rallying a disordered multituds And lending it. to. Jefferson College will go forth, not indeed like the Cadets 
the charge! Our only safety in auch an exigency, would te of Went Point, with exclusive clan upei the pa 
a well trained body of officers, able to discipline the militia, the governnient, nor with A titular dignity to — 
ne Jaw requires the cominissiontd officers to instruct their | above the mass of mankind ; but with qualifications, to expel - 
men; but how can this bo done, when they are themselves. in all the departments of life, They will camy wit them a 
entirely ignorant of military táctica? They cannot acquire military spirit controlled by n salutary tense of subordin, 
this knowlédge, without renouncing for a time, the business | tion'te the laws; a capacity to develope the latent TD 
ol life and, few men avo nlite 10 do this. The consequence | of our state; a just and laudable ambition for promotion de 
is, that your militia is badly traitied-—the, officers are. una- | | their various pursuits and in fne, a love of learning, of view 
ble ta drill their fípops and your annual musterg are almost tue and pf country, which will be felt in every circle of soti- 
uzolega- Satisfied of this fact, several states have abolished ety. "They are destined to supply us with the materiat of | 
military trainings altogether; they have laid the axe atthe | moral greatness and give.tone and polish to the character o- 
root of the tree, when they should have. applied a remedy. | the state. A few years hence, Mr. Speaker, and the iiur 
How different will it be Sir, when & hundred young, men, dents of Jefferson College will people this hall. Pz ga 
thoroughly "instructed ih the science of war, are dinkkibuved | have passed from this scene pf life to oblivion and ‘tt Ea. 


through the state? Bom. ng us, possessing the same ing and they will be the ns of the state, ff 
terest, the salze den and hallowed reverence for Know are, Gef nt its destinies. Shall WT ne" 
concerns Ihe: p. pay or h EM pect to dür future le Bean our futura magiak 


sippi, they um netara ne seek promotion, rough i ita Legiti · | Shallwe refuge those privileges which they now claim, as 41 
mate channels, The militia of our state, will then present | Javor, hich they. will shortly demand as a Right? 

a better aspect and be a stronger hilwallpf defence, Mr, | Shall we 
Speaker, Tam by no means the advogue of pilitary: 
1 shudder at the detgils of, boar adh and humm 
suffering, that make: dpi the biography of heroes and et ‘the | I bavé trespassed on ‘your 1 but tig, 
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instruments of protection Se eisen live on the 

ond or from, calculations of profit and lom, and y 
when vested in a distinctbody of men. But when i ihe PEO. ¿und upon theMore ie d 47 thes ZK — 
* wende are instructed igthe art of way and cbnstiad balsam., ca egre. > 


have but for, imme 
Set your facesmagainst this bill from, 
page of history, to exemplify the danger of military power, 
"Oe f the condes, if&;ate to be appre- | "Bat point] out limits, GE a literature is planted,” 
the Selen? Kir, it wi bo the:atrongest check The mighty stream that washes qurshdre, rises in the far-off 
on es dospotism. Make every man, who understands | north, aud yet Sin" if you had tl, power, would: vu absorb c 
his constitutional rights, a soldier--instruct him in the prin- fits waters wa ive back its ed will POT 
ciples of war, and put a musket in hishands—my 20 i ejected be Lin th 3 
Sir, the Jiberties of our country will nexer b ` irj^ ie Oüntain ys slationary, but its fertilizing’ 
assailed by the arm of ambition. Cesar pre leg atthe "streams will flow in every direction, It will enrich: nehm: 
battle of Pharsalia; by the force of discipline; and it was af | ties of Yazoo and the valleys.of the Pearl; it will shine a 
terwards, an easy matter to conquer a nation of slaves, But brightly on the banks of the Tombigbee as on the cliffs of the 
if every man "had- been &. sollier uch as the Republic Mississippi. Recollect Sir, we are legislating for posterity. 
boasted in her best days, when all her eilixens were soldiers, Future generations are embraced in this bill. Will You * 
` the dagger of Brutus would never ave been polluted with, | shut them out from the porticoes of science? Will vou. 
the blood of 5 tyrant, abil Rome might still have been the compel them to live in my intellectual desart, the ereatures 
mistress of the world!’ It is only when military knowledge | 9f Passion and the victims of ambition? Or will you, br 
is confined by governmental provisions, 10 &aélect class of : the judicious relinquishment of a, few thousand dollars, re- 
society, that it becomes dangerous to the commonwealth n „Ane, adorn, elegáte the rising generation? Art you the en- 
The game laws of England have done mora to check the pro- "emies of your children? Will you rob them of the litera» - 
gréss of that government towards liberaliam, than all the en. ture they possess, and tivat the vandalism, that despoiled 

„ Sroachnent ever ‘made ty the House of Tudor upon the | the Roman tempala, Will you destroy the figted columm 
rights of the people, "Those laws have disarmed the many | did sculptured fragments, which have escaped the ravages 


to arm the few. D isin this way, that tyrants may claim ol time? Sir, you may reject this bill—you may raze Jef. 
to act 3 righ not exist, unless the Tersan College to its foundations, and exol over itgruings —, 
ption of the d and you hidy acquire immortality be the geed: but it will 
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